
 

Annexure D: Public Participation 

Annexure D1:  Advertisement  



 



Annexure D2:  Site notices 



  

 

Site notice at the Middelburg Mall entrance 

 

Site notice at the T-junction  

 

Site notice at portion 13 & 14  

 

Site notice at T-junction intersection  

 

Site notice at the Duvha Power Station Security  

 

 Site notice at Pick & Pay centre  

 



Annexure D3:  Background information document  



 



 

 



 



 

 



 

 

 



 



 

 



 



 



Annexure D4:  Interested and affected parties database 



DUVHA POWERSTATION LIST OF INTERESTED AND 

AFFECTED PARTIES 

 

Departments 

NAME & SURNAME  ORGANISATION  CONTACT NUMBER  E-MAIL ADDRESS  

  

Mr. Kevin Mathebula (case 

officer) 

Department of Forestry, 

Fisheries & the 

Environment  

  

Admin Department of Forestry, 

Fisheries, and the 

Environment (DFFE): 

Protected Areas Planning 

and Management 

Effectiveness and 

Biodiversity Planning and 

Conservation 

  

Charity Mthimunye  

Gugu S Mamba 

Mpumalanga Department 

of Agriculture, Rural 

Development, Land and 

Environmental Affairs 

(DARDLEA) 

  

Celia de Waal Mpumalanga Tourism 

and Park Agency (MTPA) 

  

John Pakwe South African Heritage 

Resources Agency 

(“SAHRA”) 

  



Lizell Stroh South African Civil 

Aviation Authority 

  

Winnie Lekabe  

Matilda Mahlangu  

Hassinah Mileng 

Vusi Nkosi 

Air Traffic and Navigation 

Services (“ATNS”) 

  

Dr Ian Little 

Constant Hoogstad 

Yolan Friedmann 

Endangered Wildlife Trust   

Dr Hanneline Smit-Robinson 

Daniel Marnewick 

Simon Gear 

Samantha Ralston   

Birdlife South Africa   

Themy Mashaba 

Sarah Kabini 

 

South African National 

Defence Force 

  

Mr Pat Mashiane Department of Public 

Works and Infrastructure 

(DPWI) 

  

Information  Department of Human 

Settlement 

  

Eddie Mohoebi Dept of Land Affairs   

Anneliza Collett National Department of 

Agriculture 

  

Mashudu Mutengwe Mpumalanga Department 

of Mineral  & Petroleum 

Resources (DMPR) 

  



Ms Betty Nini Mnguni (case 

officer) 

DWS Bronkhorstspruit   

S Macevele DWS Bronkhorstspruit   

M Ntshehim DWS Bronkhorstspruit   

  

Mpho Nembilwi  

  

Nkangala District 

Municipality   

  

  

  

  

Mbongeni Malaza  

  

  

  

EEWMC   

  

  

Erald  Nkabinde  

  

Emalahleni LM  

  

Ward Councillor (19) Emalahleni LM   

  

Jacob Nkabinde  

  

Victor Khanye LM  

  

  

Mkhonto Ka Rica  

  

Victor Khanye LM  

  



Eric Ratshibvumo  Steve Tshwete LM    

Gladys Mokhabela  Steve Tshwete LM    

Solly Links  

  

Nkangala District 

Municipality  

  

Sonia Mashile  Emalahleni LM    

Vusi Mahlangu  Nkangala District 

Municipality  

  

Nonkululeko Mthombeni  Emalahleni Local 

Municipality  

  

 

  

Lydia Ngwenya  

  

G.E.C.S  

  



  

  

Thia Oberholzer  

  

  

Evraz Highveld   

  

  

Tanya Botha  

  

Highveld Industrial Park  

  

  

  

Cheledi Tshehla  

  

SAWS  

  

  

Lucky Maisanye  

  

OCY  

  

  

Dawie Wessels  

  

Columbus   

  

      

Felicia Lenonyana  Climate ambassador    

Alex vehmev  Vanchem    

Allen Macfailane  NECA    

Alucia Tjale  Shanduka Coal    

Andre  Van Der Sandt  African Carbon Producer    

Josias Delport                              Glencore    

Anna Marth Ott  Chamber of Commerce    



Antol Stround  NECA    

Arnold Tron/William Seabi  Dorsfontein Mine    

B.J  Van Der Merwe  B.J  Van Der Merwe Stene   

Bafana Masango  EEWMC    

Bernard Sibande  MEJN    

Billy  BF Panelbeaters & Spray 

Painters  

  

Brian Neville  Much Asphalt    

Collen Mapada  Klipspruit Mine Colliery    

Crosswell Libazi  Amandla wenkosi waste 

management sqalokusha  

  

Dan Mahlangu  Corobrick Witbank    

Desmond Van Der Merwe  Cemlock    

 

Desmond van der Merwe  Cemlock    

Dipitseng Phaleng  Shell    

Faith maele  Ferroveld Joint Venture    

 



Faundile Makeleni  Staurt Coal    

 

Gerhard Venter  Afrigrit    

 

Gininda Portia  MEJN    

 

Granny Kgole  Shanduka Coal    

Happy Mkhabela  Perfect combination 

environmental club  

  

 

Heather Booysen  Samancor Chrome    

Hlengiwe Skosana  MEJN    

J.J  Pitout  Tshisa Plant    

 

Jurie Pitier  Witbank abattoir    

Kgaugelo Mabitse  GMRA    

Lerato Khumalo  Exarro    

Liena Maseko  EEWMC    

 

Lilly-girl shoba     



Perfect combination 

environmental club  

 

M.C Mamathuntsha  Kangala Universal Coal    

Malebobo Tsolo  Anglo coal    

 

Mandla Magagula  MEJN    

Masha Makobe  Black-Bond    

Melissa Ann   Much Asphalt    

 Melissa Anne Jew  Much Asphalt    

Minna Moabi  Universal Coal    

Morne De Jager  Air Liquide    

Alucia Tjale  Shanduka Coal    

Motlatjo Mongalo  OCY    

Mr Olivier  Flexi Steel& Welding 

Works  

  

Nico Berg  Witbank Foundry    

Noah Madi  Perfect combination 

environmental club  

  



Noah Madi  Perfect Combination    

Nomcebo Makhubelo  MYACC    

Nompumelelo Nkosi  MEJN    

Nonkululeko Mabuza  Emalahleni    

P Van Rensburg  Wescoal    

Pascaline Nqobile Mazibuko  SANCO    

Patrick Jacobs  SRC    

Robby Makgalaka  Groundwork    

Rudolf Sambo  Mvelo yethu    

Ruth Kruger  CER    

Sarie Opponan  Umthobo Coal    

Shaun Hanekom  Eyethu Coal    

Shaun Kockott  Vanchem    

Siboniso Dlamini  MYACC    

Simon Mudau  BSM Mining    



Siphiwe Bokweni  Waste management 

Sqalokusha  

  

Sonny Nkomo  Keaton Energy    

Soren Ronge  Groundwork    

Stephanie Mare  Tubular    

Sunil Mungaroo                           Shanduka coal    

Thabo Ncube  MYACC    

Thalinwana      

Thenus Botha  Continental Coal    

Thia Oberholzer  Evraz Highveld Steel    

Thomas Mnguni  GMRA    

Tshepo Masilela  MYACC    

Tshepo Vilane  MYACC    

Vutomi Siwela  Mbuyelo Coal    

Fulufhelo Mabuduga  South32 (Middelburg 

Mine)  

  

Zwelakhe Sgudla  Perfect Combination 

Youth Club  

  



Vickey Brits  ICSA Crematorium 

Middelburg  

  

Danie Coetzee  ICSA Crematoriums    

Steven Bloy  South32 (Middelburg 

Mine)  

  

Morwa Maphupha  VALIDTRADE    

PR Zulu  VALIDRTADE    

Mahlodi Seoka  Engen Petroleum    

Liesel Ehlers  Samancor Middelburg 

Ferrochrome  

  

Blondie Moukangwe  Samancor Middelburg 

Ferrochrome  

  

Cathrene Mabaso  VEJMA    

Thembi Sewela  VEJMA    

Lindiwe Khupha  Optimum Coal     

Prenisha Chetty  Samancor Chrome 

Ferrometals  

  

Schools and Libraries    

Liandri Venter  EMalahleni Main Library   

Principle BONGIDUVHA PRIMARY 

SCHOOL 

  

Manager  COROBRIK   

Principle  ALLENDALE 

SECONDARY SCHOOL 

  



Principle DUVHA PRIMARY 

SCHOOL 

  

 

Catharina Helena van 

der Waal 

Nelfin Familie Trust 

 

RHENOSTERFONTEIN 

318 11/318 

 

DUVHA KRAGSTASIE 

337 1/337 

  

INGWE SURFACE 

HOLDINGS PTY LTD 

 

Mr Sylvester Peverelle (BHP 

Biliton: Manager - auth rep of 

Ingwe Surface Holdings) 

 

Mr Vikesh Dhanooklal 

(Manager Ingwe Surface 

Holdings) 

DRIEFONTEIN 338   

NAAUWPOORT INDUSTRIAL 

& MINING SALVAGE 

INDUSTRIES CC 

DUVHA KRAGSTASIE 

337 2/337 

  

Ingwe Colliers Ltd SPEEKFONTEIN 336 

13/336 

SPEEKFONTEIN 336 

RE/12/336 

  



SPEEKFONTEIN 336 

7/336 

Eyethu Coal Pty Ltd SPEEKFONTEIN 336 

4/336 

  

COROBRIK PTY LTD 

 

Johannetjie van der Linde 

DUVHA KRAGSTASIE 

337 3/337 

  

Hurn Klopper CC NAAUWPOORT 335 

68/335 

  

FGA Trust 

Sherey De Klerk 

NAAUWPOORT 335 

14/15 335 

  

J Ntuak NAAUWPOORT 335/6   

Valco van Dyk Hartbeesfontein  

Vandyksdrift road 

  

Danie Jacobsz Rhenosterfontein   
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Annexure D6:  Bulk sms sent 



 



Annexure D7:  Emails sent  
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Annexure D8:  Hard copies of draft BAR at public locations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Hard copy of the draft BAR at the 

Middelburg Library  

 

Hard copy of the draft BAR at the 

Emalahleni Library  

 

 



Annexure D9: Comments and response report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Date of comment, 
format of comment 
name of 
organisation/I&AP 

Comment Response from EAP/Applicant/Specialist 

COMMENTS ON THE DRAFT BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT FOR THE PROPOSED REINSTATEMENT OF THE LOW- LEVEL DAM SPILLWAY AND CONSTRUCTION 
OF WEIR STRUCTURE AT DUVHA POWER STATION, NEAR WITBANK TOWN, WITHIN THE EMALAHLENI LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, IN THE MPUMALANGA 
PROVINCE, 6 November 2025 

Comments and responses during Draft Basic Assessment review period 

Letter from 
Department of 
Forestry, Fisheries 
and the Environment 
dated 6 November 
2025 

The draft Basic Assessment Report (BAR) dated October 2025 and 
received by this Competent Authority (CA) on 09 October 2025, refers. 

Following the review of the above-mentioned draft BAR and the application 
form, this letter serves to inform you that the following comments must be 
addressed and included in the amended draft BAR to be circulated for 
review and comments, should there be new information that was not 
included in the draft BAR currently circulated for comments: 

Project Description 

 The CA acknowledges the project description provided on page 
8 and 9 of 51 of the application form and on page 13 to 15 of the 
draft BAR, however, you are advised to provide the footprint and 
dimensions of all the associated infrastructures (i.e., the footprint 
of the weir structure). In addition, for the linear infrastructures you 
are advised to provide their width and length. 

 Based on the above, you are advised to provide a technical detail 
table for the proposed development with the associated 
infrastructures (i.e., dimensions of the reno mattress). 

 The project description provided on the amended application form 
must be the same with the project description provided on the 
final report. 

 It has been noted that the Low-Level Dam (LLD) spillway designs 
will be optimized and upgraded to accommodate a maximum 
capacity of approximately 130m³/s which is equivalent to Safety 
Evaluation Discharge, therefore, you are advised that the 
proposed upgrade of the LLD must be within the footprint and 
scope of the LLD dam and spillway. 

 According to the designs provided by Eskom the Low-Level Dam 
spillway reinstatement has a width of 10 m and length of 62 m 
thus the development footprint is 620 m² and the height is 0.6 m. 
The weir structure width is 1 m, and length is 34 m thus the 
development footprint is 34 m² and the height is 2 m. The reno 
mattress has a width of 2 m and length of 34 m thus the 
development footprint if 68 m² and the height is 0.3 m.  

 The footprint weir structure (including the reno mattress and 
armoflex) is approximately 2210 m².  

 Temporary laydown area is 217 m² in extent and located to the 
west of the project area.  

 Refer to technical detail table below for the proposed 
development with the associated infrastructures. 

Structure Width(m) Length(m) Footprint 
m² 

Height(m) 

Spillway 10 62 620 0.6 

Weir 

structure 

1 34 34 2 

Reno 

mattress 

2 34 68 0.3 

Armorflex 34 62 2108 0.15 

Retailing 

walls 

1 3.5 3.5 2 

Temporary 

laydown 

area 

14 18 252  

Total    3085.5  

 



Date of comment, 
format of comment 
name of 
organisation/I&AP 

Comment Response from EAP/Applicant/Specialist 

 The project description provided in the amended application form 
is aligned to the draft basic assessment report.  

 The SAWE/PG Consulting engineers have confirmed that the 
Low-Level Dam is within the footprint and scope of the Low-Level 
Dam and spillway.  

Application form 

 It has been indicated in Appendix 3 of the application form that 
the landowner consent is not applicable as the applicant is the 
landowner, however, you are advised to complete and sign 
Appendix 3 of the application form. 

 It has been indicated in Appendix 9 of the application form that 
the list of SGID and coordinates of the proposed development are 
not applicable, therefore, the CA advised you to note the 
following: 

 For linear infrastructure you are advised to provide the start, 
middle and end point coordinates. 

 For infrastructures such as reno mattress, you are advised to 
provide four corner coordinates with the centre coordinate. 

 The CA acknowledges the submitted Appendix 14 (Screening 
tool report); however, it has been noted that the EIA reference 
number and compiler signature they are not included. Therefore, 
you are advised to include the EIA reference number on the 
signed abovementioned report to be submitted with the final BAR. 

 Find attached updated signed landowners consent form.  

 Refer below for the gps co-ordinates of the start, middle and end 
of the linear infrastructure. 

 

Linear Infrastructure  Gps co-ordinates  
Weir start  S 25°55'29.54" E29°20'30.44" 

Weir end S 25°55'29.03” E29°20'29.57" 

Spillway start S 25°55'32.42” E29°20'30.85" 

Spillway end S 25°55'30.08" E 29°20'31.20" 

 



Date of comment, 
format of comment 
name of 
organisation/I&AP 

Comment Response from EAP/Applicant/Specialist 

 

Temporary laydown area  Gps co-ordinates  
Corner 1 25°55'36.31"S 29°20'25.98"E 

Corner 2 25°55'36.76"S 29°20'26.44"E 

Corner 3 25°55'37.06"S 29°20'26.03"E 

Corner 4 25°55'36.71"S 29°20'25.62"E 

 The Screening tool has been updated with the EIA reference 
number and compiler signature.  

Listed Activities  

 It has been noted that activity 12 of Listing Notice (LN) 1 is applied 
for, however, the infrastructure/s which is 100 square metres or 
more, are not included in the description of triggering the listed 
activity. Therefore, you are advised to provide footprints of 
infrastructure which are 100 square metres or more and are to be 
located within a watercourse to determine the applicability of this 
listed activity.  

 For activity 19 of LN 1, it has been noted that the word “certain 
and may be” is used for the description of triggering the listed 

 According to the designs provided by Eskom the total of 
development footprint including the spillway, weir structure, reno 
mattress, armoflex and retaining walls and temporary laydown 
area is 3050 m². Therefore, activity 12 of Listing Notice 1 is 
applicable to this application.  

 The description of activity 19 of Listing Notice 1 has been 
amended to remove the word may.  

 The EAP can confirm that the activities do not trigger Listing 
Notice 3 activities. The proposed development is adjacent to the 
Aquatic CBA’s.  
 



Date of comment, 
format of comment 
name of 
organisation/I&AP 

Comment Response from EAP/Applicant/Specialist 

activity. Please refrain from using such word/s, since it creates an 
uncertainty regarding the applicability of the listed activity applied 
for.  

 It has been noted that activities of LN 3 have not been applied for, 
while in Appendix A it has been indicated that the proposed 
development is located adjacent to Aquatic CBA’s, and on page 
15 of 73 of Appendix E (Wetland Biodiversity Assessment), it is 
indicated that “according to the Mpumalanga Biodiversity Sector 
Plan (MBSP), the project area intersects a CBA: Optimal zone, 
shown in orange on the map”. Therefore, the CA submits that the 
Applicant and the EAP must ensure that all relevant listed 
activities are applied for, are specific and can be linked to the 
development activity or infrastructure as described in the project 
description. In addition, the onus is on the applicant and the EAP 
to ensure that all the applicable listed activities are included in the 
application form and the final BAR. Failure to do so may result in 
unnecessary delays in the processing of the application. Should 
it be that activities in LN 3 are triggered, you are advised to 
circulate the amended draft BAR to the registered Interested and 
Affected Parties (I&APs) for review and comments.  

 In addition, when submitting the final BAR and activities of LN 3 
are included with the amended application form, in the description 
of triggering the listed activities, you are advised to mention 
whether there are systematic biodiversity plans adopted by the 
CA or bioregional plan in the area. Proof of such must be obtained 
from the relevant Provincial CA and submitted with the amended 
application form and final BAR.  

 Therefore, please kindly be advised that listed activities are not 
based on a precautionary approach. Please ensure that all the 
listed activities in the amended application form and final BAR are 
clear and final for decision making purposes. Should it not be 
clear that listed activity is triggered, such activity will not be 
considered in the decision-making process. In addition, it is the 
onus of the Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) and 
the applicant to determine and define the infrastructures of the 
proposed private access road that trigger the applied listed 
activities. 

The statement made by the specialist that according to the 
Mpumalanga Biodiversity Sector Plan (MBSP), the project area 
intersects a CBA: Optimal zone, shown in orange on the map is 
incorrect as it is clearly indicated in the figure below the project 
area is not intersecting the CBA Optimal zone. The Wetland 
Biodiversity Assessment has been updated by the specialist and 
attached as Annexure E.  

 
  

 Activities of LN 3 are not triggered as discussed above.  

 The Mpumalanga Biodiversity Sector Plan (MBSP) was formally 
adopted by the provincial MEC for Agriculture, Rural 
Development, Land and Environmental Affairs on May 26, 2023, 
serving as a crucial spatial planning tool to guide sustainable 
development by identifying Critical Biodiversity Areas (CBAs) 
and Ecological Support Areas (ESAs) for conservation, replacing 
older versions like the MBSP 2013, and informing land-use 
decisions to meet national and provincial biodiversity targets. 

 The listed activities included in the application form and Final 
BAR are the listed activities triggered.  



Date of comment, 
format of comment 
name of 
organisation/I&AP 

Comment Response from EAP/Applicant/Specialist 

 If the activities applied for in the application form differ from those 
mentioned in the draft BAR, an amended application form must 
be submitted with the final BAR. Please note that the 
Department’s application form template has been amended and 
can be downloaded from the following link 
https://www.environment.gov.za/documents/forms. 

 The activities listed in the application form do not differ from 
those in the draft BAR.  

Alternatives 

 The CA acknowledges the alternative discussion provided on 
page 29 and 30 of the draft BAR, however, it has been noted that 
the design and layout alternatives for the three activities (i.e., weir 
structure, re-instate the spillway and low-level dam crest) are not 
included in the draft BAR, therefore, you are advised to provide 
layout and design alternatives for the proposed development. 

 In addition, you are advised to submit written proof of an 
investigation and motivation if no reasonable or feasible 
alternatives exist in terms of Appendix 1. Please note that no 
development would be allowed within sensitive areas, therefore, 
mitigation hierarchy must be considered. 

 Based on the above, you are required to provide all the 
alternatives considered for this development as per Appendix 1 
of the NEMA EIA Regulations, 2014 as amended, in the final 
report. Furthermore, the preferred option assessed must be 
determined and be clear throughout the report. 

 There are no design and layout alternatives for the three 
activities (i.e., weir structure, re-instate the spillway and low-level 
dam crest) see attached engineer motivation in Appendix E3. 

 Motivation in terms of no reasonable or feasible alternatives 
exists is discussed in section 7.9 of the draft BAR.  

 All the alternatives considered will be included in the Final BAR 
and the preferred option will be assessed and determined and 
will be clear throughout the report.   

Cumulative Impact 

 The CA acknowledges the identified cumulative impacts provided 
on page 100 of the draft BAR and advised you to conduct a 
cumulative impact assessment as per the requirements of the EIA 
Regulations, 2014 as amended. In addition, ensure that the 
assessment of cumulative impact consider the following: 

 Detailed process flow and proof must be provided, to indicate how 
the specialist’s recommendations, mitigation measures and 
conclusions were taken into consideration in the assessment of 
cumulative impacts and when the conclusion and mitigation 
measures were drafted for this project. 

 The cumulative impacts significance rating must also inform the 
need and desirability of the proposed development. 

 A detailed process flow and proof of how the specialist 
recommendations, mitigation measures and conclusions were 
taken into consideration in the assessment of cumulative 
impacts and when the conclusion and mitigation measures were 
drafted for this project are included in section 7.6 table 39.  

 Cumulative impacts were rated and included in the Draft BAR in 
section 7.6.  

 A cumulative impact environmental statement is included in 
section 9 of the Draft BAR.  



Date of comment, 
format of comment 
name of 
organisation/I&AP 

Comment Response from EAP/Applicant/Specialist 

 A cumulative impact environmental statement on whether the 
proposed development must proceed. 

Specialist Assessments 

 The CA acknowledges the attached Specialist Assessments 
Reports (Appendix E), and the screening tool report (Appendix 
14) which identified specialist assessment themes. However, you 
are advised to submit a Site Sensitivity Verification Report 
(SSVR) that comply with the requirements of Government Notice 
No. 320 of 20 March 2020 (i.e., “the Protocols”), and in 
Government Notice No. 1150 of 30 October 2020. Please be 
reminded that this SSVR must be circulated to all interested and 
affected parties for a 30 days review and comments prior 
submission of the final BAR. You are requested to ensure that 
specialist studies are not submitted as one PDF document but as 
a separate PDF document. 

 In addition, you are reminded that the specialist studies to be 
undertaken for the proposed development must be identified by 
the screening tool. 

 It is brought to your attention that Procedures for the Assessment 
and Minimum Criteria for Reporting on identified Environmental 
Themes in terms of Sections 24(5)(a) and (h) and 44 of the 
National Environmental Management Act, 1998, when applying 
for Environmental Authorisation, which were published in 
Government Notice No. 320 of 20 March 2020 (i.e., “the 
Protocols”), and in Government Notice No. 1150 of 30 October 
2020, have come into effect. Please note that specialist 
assessments must be conducted in accordance with these 
protocols unless proof is provided to demonstrate that the 
specialist assessments were commissioned prior to 50 days after 
the promulgation of GN 320 and after promulgation of GN1150 
(30 October 2020). 

 In addition to the above, you are hereby drawn to the following: 
 The Specialist Declaration of interest forms must be attached for 

all specialist studies to be conducted in the final BAR. The forms 

 The Wetland specialist has amended the Wetland Biodiversity 
Assessment Report to include the Site Sensitivity Verification 
Report. The Wetland Biodiversity Assessment Report will be 
included in the public participation process.  

 The specialist studies identified by the screening tool were 
conducted and where no studies were conducted motivation is 
included in section 8 of the Draft BAR.  

 The Wetland Biodiversity Assessment Report was conducted in 
accordance with the Government Notice No. 320 of 20 March 
2020 (i.e., “the Protocols”), and in Government Notice No. 1150 
of 30 October 2020. Find attached updated report as Appendix 
E.  

 The specialist declaration form is attached in the Draft BAR. 

 The Wetland Biodiversity Assessment Report includes a detailed 
methodology in section 5 of the report. Rehabilitation is 
addressed in sections 8.3 and 13 of the report as well as a 
rehabilitation plan in table 16. 

 The Wetland Biodiversity Assessment Report includes 
assumptions and limitations in section 1.3.  

 The Wetland Specialist has no contradicting recommendations 
mentioned in the report.  

 The Wetland specialist Rudi Bezuidenhout is a professional 
registered in the field of Ecologist/Botanist Pr.Sci.Nat: (008867). 

 Refer to section 8 in the draft BAR and Appendix E4 Site 
Sensitivity Verification Report for a summary of the specialist 
studies required by the Screening Tool, a column indicating 
whether these studies will be conducted or not, and motivation if 
any study will not be undertaken. 

 If during the public participation process additional studies are 
required they will be included in the Final BAR.  
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are available on Department’s website (please use the 
Department’s template). 

 Specialist studies to be conducted must provide a detailed 
description of their methodology, as well as indicate the locations 
and descriptions of proposed rehabilitation, and all other 
proposed structures that they have assessed and are 
recommending for authorisations. 

 The specialist studies must also provide a detailed description of 
all limitations to their studies. All specialist studies must be 
conducted in the right season and providing that as a limitation, 
will not be accepted. 

 Should the appointed specialists specify contradicting 
recommendations, the EAP must clearly indicate the most 
reasonable recommendation and substantiate this with 
defendable reasons; and where necessary, include further 
expertise advice. 

 Please note further that the protocols require certain specialists’ 
to be registered with SACNASP. Refer to the relevant protocols 
in this regard. 

 Please include a table in the final BAR summarising the specialist 
studies required by the Screening Tool, a column indicating 
whether these studies will be conducted or not, and motivation if 
any study will not be undertaken. Please note that if any of the 
specialists’ studies and requirements recommended in the 
Department’s Screening Tool are not commissioned, motivation 
for such must be provided in the report, as per the requirements 
of the Protocols. 

 Should it be determined that there is a need for additional 
specialist studies to be undertaken based on the outcome of 
public participation, these must be commissioned and be 
included in the final BAR reports for public comment. 

Layout and Sensitivity Maps 

 The CA acknowledges the layout map (Appendix A) submitted 
with the draft BAR, however, please note that the CA does not 
promote activities that are located within CBA 1 and ESA 1. 
Considering the above, ensure you obtain comments from the 
Provincial Department: Biodiversity Section and DFFE: 

 

 The project area doesn’t fall within a CBA 1 or ESA 1 area as 
seen in the figure below. Comments will be obtained from the 
Provincial Department: Biodiversity Section and DFFE: 
Biodiversity Directorate and included in the Final BAR. 



Date of comment, 
format of comment 
name of 
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Biodiversity Directorate and ensure that their inputs are included 
in the final BAR. 

 You are advised to indicate buffers on the final layout plan and 
legend for the high sensitivity area as recommended by the 
relevant specialist. 

 Based on the above, you are advised to submit a layout map that 
indicates the following (but not limited to the below), and the 
findings of the specialists must advise on what needs to be 
incorporated in the layout: 

 The LLD dam. 
 The Spillway. 
 The Weir Structure. 
 Permanent laydown area footprint. 
 All supporting onsite infrastructure e.g., roads (existing and 

proposed). 
 All existing infrastructure on the site. 
 The location of sensitive environmental features on site e.g., 

CBAs, ESAs, heritage sites, wetlands, drainage lines etc. that will 
be affected. 

 Buffer areas of the above sensitive areas; and 
 All “no-go” areas. 

 Please ensure that the above map has a clear legend that 
communicates with the details of the map. 

 Available biodiversity information must be used in the finalisation 
of the map and infrastructure must not encroach on highly 
sensitive areas. 

 Ensure that similar colours are not used to differentiate between 
infrastructures. i.e., items must be easily distinguishable on the 
legend. 

 Google maps will not be accepted for decision-making purposes. 

 An email was sent to itshivhandekano@dffe.gov.za and 
mmatumba@dffe.gov.za and as well as 'BCAdmin@dffe.gov.za' 
and  no response was received.  
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 Buffers are indicated in the final layout plan figure 43 in the draft 
BAR.  

 The updated layout plan is included as figure 43 in the draft BAR.  

 Temporary layout area (3050 m²) in illustrated in the final layout 
plan.  

 The updated layout plan has a clear legend and communicates 
with the details of the map.  

 Biodiversity information as obtained from the specialists was 
used in the compilation of the final layout plan.  

 Similar colours are not used in the map and legend.  

 No google maps are used in the Draft BAR.  

Environmental Management Programme (EMPr)  The EMPr compiled in terms of Appendix 4 of the EIA Regulation 
as amended, is attached as annexure F.  
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 It has been noted that a draft EMPr is not submitted with the draft 
BAR, therefore, the CA submits that a draft EMPr that complies 
with the requirements of Appendix 4 of the EIA Regulation, as 
amended must be circulated with the included in the draft BAR. 

 In addition, the abovementioned draft EMPr must be submitted to 
relevant stakeholders for comments and comments must be 
included in the Comments and Responses Report (CRR) to be 
submitted with the final BAR. 

 The draft EMPr will be circulated to the relevant stakeholders for 
comments as per the public participation process and the 
comments will be included in the Comments and Responses 
Report to be submitted with the Final BAR. 

Participation Process 

 Based on the constitution of the communities in the area, 
communication must consider the use of local radio stations, 
advertisement, site notice and participation in the local languages 
to allow meaningful participation and approaches to community 
structures, committees and leaders. 

 The EAP is advised to reach illiterate, disabled and any other 
disadvantaged I&APs. 

 The EAP is advised to show an attempt made for the consultation 
i.e., having meetings with the local communities or their leaders 
or an investigation of their existence in the area. 

 Please ensure that the Public Participation Process is conducted 
in terms of Regulations 39, 40, 41, 42, 43 & 44 of the EIA 
Regulations 2014, as amended and the approved Public 
Participation Plan. 

 Please ensure that comments from all relevant stakeholders are 
submitted to the Department with the final BAR. This includes but 
is not limited to the Department of Forestry, Fisheries, and the 
Environment (DFFE): Protected Areas Planning and 
Management Effectiveness and Biodiversity Planning and 
Conservation (BCAdmin@dffe.gov.za); Mpumalanga 
Department of Agriculture, Rural Development, Land and 
Environmental Affairs (MDARDLEA), Mpumalanga Tourism and 
Park Agency (MTPA), Telkom, South African Heritage Resources 
Agency (“SAHRA”), South African Civil Aviation Authority, Air 
Traffic and Navigation Services (“ATNS”), Endangered Wildlife 
Trust, Birdlife South Africa, Department of Human Settlement, 
Department of Water and Sanitation, South African National 

 Public participation will comprise of an advertisement in the local 
newspaper, site notices, written notices to adjacent landowners 
and stakeholders, and hard and electronic copies of the Draft 
BAR for a period of 30 days.  

 The EAP will include illiterate, disabled and other disadvantaged 
individuals in the public consultation process.  

 The EAP will arrange for consultation meetings to be held during 
the public consultation process.  

 Public Participation Process was conducted according to the EIA 
Regulations 2014, as amended. As extension was requested as 
per Regulation 19 (1)(b) of the EIA Regulations, 2014, as 
amended, “the revised reports or EMPr or, where applicable, a 
closure plan will be subjected to another public participation 
process of at least 30 days.”  Therefore, the draft BAR and 
associated annexures will be circulated for an additional 30 days 
to all relevant stakeholders and registered and interested 
affected parties. No Public Participation Plan was submitted with 
the application as well as no pre-application meeting was 
required. See appendix 1 of the application form for 
correspondence with the competent authority.   

 All comments from all relevant stakeholders will be included in 
the Final BAR.  

 Proof of correspondence with the various stakeholders will be 
included in the Final BAR. If no comments were received proof 
will be included where attempts were made to obtain comments.  

 The Comments and Response Report will include all comments 
received during the public participation process and will be a 
separate report.  
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Defence Force, Local interest and affected groups, for example: 
Councillors and Rate Payers associations; Surrounding 
landowners, Farmer Organisations, Environmental Groups and 
NGOs; and Grassroots communities and structures as well as the 
affected district and local municipalities. 

 Proof of correspondence with the various stakeholders must be 
included in the final BAR. Should you be unable to obtain 
comments, proof must be submitted to the Department of the 
attempts that were made to obtain comments. 

 The comments and response trail report (C&R) must be 
submitted with the final BAR. The C&R report must incorporate 
all comments for this development and must be a separate 
document from the main report. 

 Please ensure that all issues raised, and comments received 
during the circulation of the draft BAR from registered I&APs and 
organs of state which have jurisdiction (including this 
Department’s comments) in respect of the proposed activity are 
adequately addressed. Comments made by I&APs must be 
comprehensively captured (copy verbatim if required) and 
responded to clearly and fully. Please note that a response such 
as “Noted” is not regarded as an adequate response to I&AP’s 
comments. 

 Just to reiterate that the amended draft BAR must be circulated 
to all interested and affected parties for a 30 days review and 
comments prior submission of the final BAR. 

 All issues raised and comments received during the public 
participation process inclusive of the Departments comments will 
be adequately addressed and included in the Final BAR.  

 The Draft BAR will be circulated for a period of 30 days to all 
interested and affected parties for a 30 days review and 
comments prior to the submission of the final BAR.  



General 

You are further reminded to comply with Regulation 19(1)(a) of the NEMA 
EIA Regulations, 2014, as amended, which states that: Where basic 
assessment must be applied to an application, the applicant must, within 
90 days of receipt of the application by the competent authority, submit to 
the competent authority - 

(a) a basic assessment report, inclusive of specialist reports, an EMPr, and 
where applicable a closure plan, which have been subjected to a public 
participation process of at least 30 days and which reflects the 
incorporation of comments received, including any comments of the 
competent authority.” 

Should there be significant changes or new information that has been 
added to the BAR or EMPr which changes or information was not 
contained in the reports or plans consulted on during the initial public 
participation process, you are required to comply with Regulation 19(b) of 
the NEMA EIA Regulations, 2014, as amended, which states: “the 
applicant must, within 90 days of receipt of the application by the 
competent authority, submit to the competent authority – 

(b) a notification in writing that the basic assessment report, inclusive of 
specialist reports an EMPr, and where applicable, a closure plan, will be 
submitted within 140 days of receipt of the application by the competent 
authority, as significant changes have been made or significant new 
information has been added to the basic assessment report or EMPr or, 
where applicable, a closure plan, which changes or information was not 
contained in the reports or plans consulted on during the initial public 
participation process contemplated in sub-regulation (1)(a) and that the 
revised reports or, EMPr or, where applicable, a closure plan will be 
subjected to another public participation process of at least 30 days”. 

Should you fail to meet any of the timeframes stipulated in Regulation 19 
of the NEMA EIA Regulations, 2014, as amended, your application will 
lapse. 

You are hereby reminded of Section 24F of the National Environmental 
Management Act, Act No. 107 of 1998, as amended, that no activity may 
commence prior to an Environmental Authorisation being granted by the 
Department. 

The EAP has requested extension until the 2 March 2026 to submit the 
Final BAR to the CA.  
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COMMENTS ON THE AMENDED DRAFT BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT FOR THE PROPOSED REINSTATEMENT OF THE LOW_LEVEL DAM SPILLWAY AND 
CONSTRUCTION OF WEIR STRUCTURE AT DUVHA POWER STATION NEAR WITBANK TOWN, WITHIN THE EMALAHLENI LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, IN THE 
MPUMALANGA PROVINCE, 19 February 2026 

Comments and responses during Draft Basic Assessment review period 

Letter from 
Department of 
Forestry, Fisheries 
and the Environment 
dated 19 February 
2026 

The CA acknowledges the letter of notification in term of Regulation 19(1)b 
of the EIA Regulation 2014, as amended, received by the CA on 10 
November 2025. However, it has been noted on the aforementioned letter 
that the motivation for notifying the CA in terms of Regulation 19(1)b of the 
EIA Regulation, 2014 as amended, is not provided. Therefore, when 
submitting the final report, you are advised to highlight the significant 
changes that have been made or significant new information that has been 
added to the report which changed or was not contained in the original EIA 
report consulted on during the initial public participation process. Which 
resulted in the notification of Regulation 19(1)(b) of the EIA Regulations, 
2014 as amended. 

A BA is being undertaken according to the process prescribed in the EIA 
Regulations of 2014, published under Government Notice (“GN”) No. 982 
in Gazette No. 38282 of 4 December 2014, as amended (the “EIA 
Regulations”). The EIA Regulations were promulgated in terms of the 
National Environmental Management Act (Act No. 107 of 1998) 
(“NEMA”).  

An application for Environmental Authorisation was submitted to the 
Department Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment (“DFFE”) on 19 
September 2025 and accepted on the same day with reference number 
14/12/16/3/3/1/3206.  

The Draft BA Report was submitted to the DFFE as the Competent 
Authority for review (10 October 2025 to 8 November 2025). Comments 
on the Draft BA Report received from the DFFE, in the letter dated 06 
November 2025, resulted in an amendment to the BA Report, 
Environmental Management Programme (“EMPr”) and Site Sensitivity 
Verification Report. In addition, the project description has been 
amended in the Application Form to align with the amendments made to 
the BA Report. Consequent to the amendments made, and in line with 
the DFFE comment, “Just to reiterate that the amended draft BAR must 
be circulated to all interested and affected parties for a 30 days review 
and comments prior submission of the final BAR”, the amended 
Application Form, BA Report and EMPr have been placed for a second 
public comment period. Refer to Table 5 in Section 7.3 of the Amended 
Draft BA Report for responses to the DFFE comments, including how the 
comments were addressed. 

A letter of notification in terms of Regulation 19(1)(b) of the EIA 
Regulations was submitted to the DFFE on 10 November 2025, which 
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was acknowledged by the DFFE in writing on 12 November 2025. 
Consequently, the Final BA Report and EMPr must be submitted to the 
Department on or by the 02 March 2026 after a 30-day comment period.   

The Amended Draft BA Report is hereby submitted to the DFFE as the 
Competent Authority for review (23 January 2026 to 23 February 2026). 

DFFE provided comments on the Amended Draft BA Report dated 19 
February 2026 and requested for a heritage and palaeontological 
studies. Further to this DFFE also requested another round of public 
consultation to notify the public of the additional studies. Therefore, a 
further extension was requested from DFFE to conduct these studies in 
terms of regulation 3 (7) on the 24 February 2026. In the event where the 
scope of work must be expanded based on the outcome of an 
assessment done in accordance with these Regulations, which outcome 
could not be anticipated prior to the undertaking of the assessment, or in 
the event where exceptional circumstances can be demonstrated, the 
competent authority may, prior to the lapsing of the relevant prescribed 
timeframe, in writing, extend the relevant prescribed timeframe and 
agree with the applicant on the length of such extension.  

The motivation provided in the letter dated 24 February 2026, submitted 
by the Shangoni Management Services indicated that “South African 
Heritage Resource Authority (SAHRA) Development Application Unit 
(DAU) is requesting field-based Heritage Impact Assessment (HIA) and 
desktop Palaeontological Impact Assessment (PIA) to be undertaken for 
the proposed developments in terms of section 38(3) of the NHRA” and 
“it was indicated telephonically by SAHRA that the 2019 studies 
undertaken for the proposed Seepage Interception Drains at Duvha 
Power Station compiled by PGS Heritage Consultants dated 31 May 
2019 will not suffice as they are older than 5 years.” In addition, it is 
provided that “the comments dated 19 February 2026 from the competent 
authority additionally requested engineering design layouts as well as a 
heritage impact assessment”. 

DFFE approved the extension until the 5 June 2026 to submit the final 
BA Report inclusive of public participation.  
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It has been provided in Appendix D9 of the draft amended BAR that, the 
statement provided on Appendix E (Wetland Biodiversity Assessment) by 
the specialist is incorrect, that the project area is not intersecting the CBA 
Optimal zone. Therefore, the CA submits that a signed confirmation letter 
by Wetland Biodiversity specialist reflecting the correction of the area being 
not situated within a Critical Biodiversity Area (CBA) must be submitted to 
the CA. In addition, the above-mentioned confirmation letter with evidence 
of the development location, must be submitted to DFFE: Biodiversity and 
Conservation Section, Mpumalanga (MDARDLEA) and Mpumalanga 
Tourism and Park Agency (MTPA) for comments prior submission of the 
final BAR. 

The wetland specialist Rudi Bezuidenhout who is registered as a 
Professional Natural Scientist (SACNASP Reg. No. 008867) has 
submitted a signed confirmation letter that states “During the initial 
drafting of the Wetland Biodiversity Assessment, reference was made to 
the Mpumalanga Biodiversity Sector Plan (MBSP), indicating that the 
project area intersects a CBA: Optimal zone. Upon further spatial 
verification and review of the most current MBSP spatial dataset, it was 
confirmed that this statement was incorrect”. 

The corrected spatial analysis confirms that: 

 The development footprint associated with the reinstatement of 
the low-level dam spillway and construction of the weir does not 
intersect a CBA: Optimal zone.  

 The project area falls outside the mapped CBA Optimal areas 
as reflected in the most recent MBSP spatial layer.  

 The Wetland Biodiversity Assessment has been amended 
accordingly, and the corrected spatial representation is included 
in the updated Annexure E of the amended Draft Basic 
Assessment Report. 

The correction was made following detailed GIS verification using the 
official MBSP dataset and overlay of the confirmed development footprint 
coordinates. The updated assessment accurately reflects the biodiversity 
planning context of the site. 

Refer to Annexure E1 for a copy of the letter.  

The letter will be distributed to the DFFE: Biodiversity and Conservation 
Section, Mpumalanga (MDARDLEA) and Mpumalanga Tourism and 
Park Agency (MTPA) for comments during the public participation 
process prior submission of the final BAR. 

Project Description 

The CA acknowledges the project description provided from page 08 to 09 
of the amended application and from page 12 to 16 of the amended draft 
BAR, however, when submitting the final report, please ensure that the 

The project description was amended to align with the amended draft 
BAR.  

 

 



Date of comment, 
format of comment 
name of 
organisation/I&AP 

Comment Response from EAP/Applicant/Specialist 

project description provided on the amended application form is the same 
with the project description provided on the final BAR. 

The CA acknowledges the footprint and the dimensions of the activities of 
the proposed development provided on page 8 of the amended application 
form and page 16 of the draft amended BAR, however, it has been noted 
that the footprint of the entire development area is not included in the 
amended application form and draft amended BAR. Therefore, the CA 
submits that the comments of the draft BAR comments letter dated 06 
November 2025 on project description are still valid and they must be 
addressed on the amended application form to be submitted with the final 
BAR. 

The amended application form and draft BA Report have been updated 
to include the total development footprint (3085.50 m²).  

Structure Width(m) Length(m) Footprint 
m² 

Height(m) 

Spillway 10 62 620 0.6 

Weir 

structure 

1 34 34 2 

Reno 

mattress 

2 34 68 0.3 

Armorflex 34 62 2108 0.15 

Retailing 

walls 

1 3.5 3.5 2 

Temporary 

laydown 

area 

14 18 252  

Total    3085.5  

 

Coordinates 

The CA acknowledges the coordinates provided in Appendix 9 of the 
application and the response provided in Appendix D9 of the draft BAR, 
however, it has been noted that the centre coordinates of the weir, and the 
spillway area are not included in Appendix 9. Therefore, the CA submits 
that the draft BAR comments letter dated 06 November 2025 are still valid 
and they must be addressed in the amended application to be submitted 
with the final BAR. 

Centre co-ordinates of the weir and spillway have been provided in 
Appendix 9 of the application form.  

Listed Activities 

The CA acknowledges the response provided in Appendix D9 of the draft 
amended BAR, however, it has been noted that the description of triggering 
the listed activities applied for, are not amended in the amended application 
form, (i.e., the footprint/s and dimension/s of infrastructure/s which are 
100m² or more not included in the description of activity 12 of Listing Notice 
(LN) 1). Therefore, the CA submits that the comments of the draft BAR 
comments letter dated 06 November 2025 are still valid. 

The descriptions of the listed activities have been updated to footprints 
and dimensions in the application form. 
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The CA acknowledges the response in Appendix D9 indicating that, “the 
EAP can confirm that the activities do not trigger Listing Notice 3 activities”, 
however, please ensure that all relevant listed activities are applied for, are 
specific and can be linked to the development activity or infrastructure as 
described in the project description. In addition, the onus is on the applicant 
and the EAP to ensure that all the applicable listed activities are included in 
the application form and the final BAR. Failure to do so may result in 
unnecessary delays in the processing of the application. 

The EAP acknowledges the comment from DFFE and can confirm that 
the listed activities applied for are correct and do not trigger Listing Notice 
3 activities.  

Therefore, please kindly be advised that listed activities are not based on a 
precautionary approach. Please ensure that all the listed activities in the 
amended application form and final BAR are clear and final for decision 
making purposes. Should it not be clear that listed activity is triggered, such 
activity will not be considered in the decision-making process. 

The EAP acknowledges the comment from DFFE and can confirm the 
listed activities applied for are correct and relevant to the proposed re-
instatement of the spillway and construction of the weir.  

If the activities applied for in the application form differ from those 
mentioned in the draft BAR, an amended application form must be 
submitted with the final BAR. Please note that the Department’s application 
form template has been amended and can be downloaded from the 
following link https://www.environment.gov.za/documents/forms. 

The EAP acknowledges the comment from DFFE and can confirm the 
listed activities applied are the same in the application form and 
Amended Draft BA report.  

Alternatives 

It has been indicated in Appendix D that “there are no design and layout 
alternatives for the three activities (i.e., weir structure, re-instate the 
spillway and low-level dam crest) see attached engineer motivation in 
Appendix E3”, however, the CA advised that a design layout of the current 
infrastructures against the proposed amendments of the design layout, 
must be provided in the design layout alternatives. 

Figure 3 in the Amended Draft BA Report illustrates the existing 
infrastrucutre versus proposed infrustructure.  

Existing infrastructure comprises of the following:  

 Low Level Dam; 

 Access roads; 

 Artifical Canal; 

 Dividing Berm; 

 Spillway Channel; 

 And Existing Spillway.  

Proposed infrustructure comprises of the following:  

 Weir structure; 

 Laydown area; 

 Spillway re-instatement.  
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Based on the above, the CA submits that the comments of the draft 
comments letter dated 06 November 2025 on alternatives are still valid and 
a design layout map must be submitted with the final report. 

A design layout map in included in figure 2 of the Amended Draft BA 
Report.  

Cumulative Impact 

The CA acknowledges the discussion of the cumulative impacts provided 
on page 98 and 99 of 117 of the amended draft BAR, however, the CA 
submits that the above provided cumulative impact discussions must be 
included in the final report. 

The EAP acknowledges the comment from DFFE and takes note that the 
cumulative impacts will be included in the Final BA Report.  

Specialist Assessments 

Please note further that the protocols require certain specialists’ to be 
registered with SACNASP. Refer to the relevant protocols in this regard. In 
addition, note that one specialist is required to register to undertake or 

The wetland specialist Rudi Bezuidenhout who is registered as a 
Professional Natural Scientist (SACNASP Reg. No. 008867). 
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practice in each field. Therefore, more than one specialist reports 
undertaken by the same specialist would not be accepted unless proof of 
registration on each field is submitted from SACNASP. 

Just to reiterate, it is further noted that the Screening Tool Report rated 
Archaeological and Cultural Heritage Impact Theme low and medium for 
Paleontology Theme. It must be noted that according to Specialist 
Assessment Protocols, the above-mentioned themes assessments must be 
undertaken for all developments, irrespective of the sensitivity shown on 
the archaeological and cultural heritage theme layer and as per the 
PalaeoSensitivity Map provided on SAHRIS1, irrespective of the sensitivity 
shown on the palaeontology theme layer. 

A Palaeontological letter of recommendation was compiled as the 
specialist stated the Palaeosensitivity and Recommendation the diabase 
is correctly indicated as non-fossiliferous and the Schrikkloof Formation 
is indicated as having a low palaeosensitivity, however there is no chance 
of fossils occurring on the volcanic rocks, that furthermore, are already 
disturbed. It is recommended that the project can be authorised. Refer to 
Annexure E6. 

The HIA must: 

 meet the requirements of Section 38(3) of the National Heritage 
Resources Act, 1999 (Act No. 25 of 1999) (NHRA), 

 must be undertaken by a qualified heritage and palaeontological 
specialist, 

 be undertaken in line with Appendix 6 of the EIA Regulations; and 

 for HIAs submitted to the South African Heritage Resources 
Agency the report must also comply with the requirements of the 
“2007 Minimum Standards: Archaeological and Palaeontological 
Components of Impact Assessment Reports”, accessible at 
https://sahra.org.za/legislation/. 

A phase 1 heritage study was conducted for the proposed Reinstatement 
of the Low-Level Dam Spillway at the Duvha Power Station. The study 
found No heritage remains were encountered in the research area. The 
two heritage remains identified in the 2019 study by PGS HERITAGE 
nearby, Duv 001 and Duv 002, were also inspected and were found to 
be intact and unchanged. Refer to Annexure E5.  

 

 

It has been noted on page 117 of the draft amended BAR, that the 
Terrestrial Biodiversity Impact Assessment and Aquatic Biodiversity Impact 
Assessment studies are identified to be undertaken for the proposed 
development, however, Appendix E of the draft amended BAR consists of 
only the Aquatic Biodiversity Impact Assessment, therefore, you are 
advised to provide clarity on the exclusion of the Terrestrial Biodiversity 
Impact Assessment. 

The draft BA Report has been updated to correct the error for the 
Terrestrial Biodiversity Impact Assessment that was not undertaken due 
to the disturbed nature of the site.  

According to the Mpumalanga Biodiversity Sector Plan (MBSP), The 
proposed construction footprint (spillway and weir) is also surrounded by 
Moderately Modified and Heavily Modified areas associated with 
historical land use, ash disposal, and infrastructure. 

The site area has been highly transformed and disturbed due to ash 
dams, alien plant infestation and mining activities. According to the 
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Mpumalanga. Biodiversity Conservation Plan, the proposed site area 
falls within the “Moderately modified - Old lands”. 

In addition to the above, it is brought to your attention that Procedures for 
the Assessment and Minimum Criteria for Reporting on identified 
Environmental Themes in terms of Sections 24(5)(a) and (h) and 44 of the 
National Environmental Management Act, 1998, when applying for 
Environmental Authorisation, which were published in Government Notice 
No. 320 of 20 March 2020 (i.e., “the Protocols”), and in Government Notice 
No. 1150 of 30 October 2020, have come into effect. Please note that 
specialist assessments must be conducted in accordance with these 
protocols unless proof is provided to demonstrate that the specialist 
assessments were commissioned prior to 50 days after the promulgation of 
GN 320 and after promulgation of GN1150 (30 October 2020). 

The Wetland Biodiversity Assessment Report was conducted in 
accordance with the Government Notice No. 320 of 20 March 2020 (i.e., 
“the Protocols”), and in Government Notice No. 1150 of 30 October 2020. 
Find attached updated report as Appendix E. 

Based on the above, the CA submits that the comments of the draft BAR 
comments letter dated 06 November are still valid and must be responded 
and adhered to. 

The EAP acknowledges the comment from DFFE and takes note that the 
comments of the draft BAR letter dated 06 November are still valid and 
are addressed in the Amended Draft BA Report.  

Layout and Sensitivity Maps 

 The CA acknowledges the layout map (Appendix A) submitted 
with the amended draft BAR, however, submits that comments of 
the draft BAR comments letter dated 06 November 2025 are still 
valid and must be responded to and included in the CRR. 

 In addition, please ensure that the layout map to be submitted with 
the final report addresses the recommendations from all the 
specialists. 

The EAP acknowledges the comment from DFFE and takes note that the 
comments of the draft BAR letter dated 06 November are still valid and 
are addressed in the Amended Draft BA Report.  

The amended layout map is illustrated as figure 2 in the Amended Draft 
BA Report.  

Environmental Management Programme (EMPr) 

 The CA acknowledges the attached draft EMPr (Appendix F), 
however, submits that comments of the draft BAR comments letter 
dated 06 November 2025 are still valid and must be responded to 
and included in the CRR to be submitted with the final report. 

 In addition, please ensure that the final EMPr comply with the 
requirements of Appendix 4 in the EIA Regulations 2014, as 
amended. 

The EMPr will be circulated to the public during the public consultation 
process.  

The EMPr complies with the requirements of Appendix 4 in the EIA 
Regulations 2014, as amended. 
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format of comment 
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Comment Response from EAP/Applicant/Specialist 

Public Participation Process 

Please ensure that comments from all relevant stakeholders are submitted 
to the Department with the final BAR. This includes but is not limited to the 
Department of Forestry, Fisheries, and the Environment (DFFE): Protected 
Areas Planning and Management Effectiveness and Biodiversity Planning 
and Conservation (BCAdmin@dffe.gov.za); Mpumalanga Department of 
Agriculture, Rural Development, Land and Environmental Affairs 
(MDARDLEA), Mpumalanga Tourism and Park Agency (MTPA), Telkom, 
South African Heritage Resources Agency (SAHRA), South African Civil 
Aviation Authority, Air Traffic and Navigation Services (ATNS), Endangered 
Wildlife Trust, Birdlife South Africa, Department of Human Settlement, 
Department of Water and Sanitation, South African National Defence 
Force, Local interest and affected groups, for example: Councillors and 
Rate Payers associations; Surrounding landowners, Farmer Organisations, 
Environmental Groups and NGOs; and Grassroots communities and 
structures as well as the affected district and local municipalities. 

The following relevant stakeholders will be included in the third public 
participation process: 

 Department of Forestry, Fisheries, and the Environment 
(DFFE): Protected Areas Planning and Management 
Effectiveness and Biodiversity Planning and Conservation 
(BCAdmin@dffe.gov.za);  

 Mpumalanga Department of Agriculture, Rural Development, 
Land and Environmental Affairs (MDARDLEA),  

 Mpumalanga Tourism and Park Agency (MTPA),  

 Telkom,  

 South African Heritage Resources Agency (SAHRA),  

 South African Civil Aviation Authority,  

 Air Traffic and Navigation Services (ATNS),  

 Endangered Wildlife Trust,  

 Birdlife South Africa,  

 Department of Human Settlement,  

 Department of Water and Sanitation,  

 South African National Defence Force,  

 Local interest and affected groups, for example: Councillors and 
Rate Payers associations;  

 Surrounding landowners,  

 Farmer Organisations,  

 Environmental Groups and NGOs;  

 Grassroots communities and structures; 

 District and local municipalities. 

Proof of correspondence with the various stakeholders must be included in 
the final BAR. Should you be unable to obtain comments, proof must be 
submitted to the Department of the attempts that were made to obtain 
comments. 

Proof of correspondence with stakeholders is included in Appendix D.  

The comments and response trail report (C&R) must be submitted with the 
final BAR. The C&R report must incorporate all comments for this 
development and must be a separate document from the main report. 

The updated (this report) will be submitted with the Final BA Report as 
Annexure D9.  
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format of comment 
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organisation/I&AP 

Comment Response from EAP/Applicant/Specialist 

Please ensure that all issues raised, and comments received during the 
circulation of the draft BAR from registered I&APs and organs of state which 
have jurisdiction (including this Department’s comments) in respect of the 
proposed activity are adequately addressed. Comments made by I&APs 
must be comprehensively captured (copy verbatim if required) and 
responded to clearly and fully. Please note that a response such as “Noted” 
is not regarded as an adequate response to I&AP’s comments. 

The EAP acknowledges the comment from DFFE and will include all 
comments raised during the circulation of the Draft BA Report. Refer to 
Section 7.3 of the Amended Draft BA Report.  

Based on the constitution of the communities in the area, communication 
must consider the use of local radio stations, advertisement, site notice and 
participation in the local languages to allow meaningful participation and 
approaches to community structures, committees and leaders. 

 Public participation will comprise of an advertisement in the 
local newspaper, site notices, written notices to adjacent 
landowners and stakeholders, and hard and electronic copies 
of the Draft BAR for a period of 30 days.  

 Public Participation Process was conducted according to the 
EIA Regulations 2014, as amended. As extension was 
requested as per Regulation 19 (1)(b) of the EIA Regulations, 
2014, as amended, “the revised reports or EMPr or, where 
applicable, a closure plan will be subjected to another public 
participation process of at least 30 days.”  Therefore, the draft 
BAR and associated annexures will be circulated for an 
additional 30 days to all relevant stakeholders and registered 
and interested affected parties. No Public Participation Plan 
was submitted with the application as well as no pre-application 
meeting was required. See appendix 1 of the application form 
for correspondence with the competent authority.   

 All comments from all relevant stakeholders will be included in 
the Final BAR.  

 Proof of correspondence with the various stakeholders will be 
included in the Final BAR. If no comments were received proof 
will be included where attempts were made to obtain comments.  

 The Comments and Response Report will include all comments 
received during the public participation process and will be a 
separate report.  

 All issues raised and comments received during the public 
participation process inclusive of the Departments comments 
will be adequately addressed and included in the Final BAR.  
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format of comment 
name of 
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Comment Response from EAP/Applicant/Specialist 

The Draft BAR will be circulated for a period of 30 days to all interested 
and affected parties for a 30 days review and comments prior to the 
submission of the final BAR.  

The EAP is advised to reach illiterate, disabled and any other 
disadvantages I&APs. 

The EAP will include illiterate, disabled and other disadvantaged 
individuals in the public consultation process. 

The EAP is advised to show an attempt made for the consultation i.e., 
having meetings with the local communities or their leaders or an 
investigation of their existence in the area. 

The EAP arranged for a consultation meeting to be held during the public 
consultation process (11 February 2026) and no one attended. If the 
need arises for another meeting and a meeting is requested it will be 
arranged.  

General 

You are //further reminded to comply with Regulation 19(1)(a) of the NEMA 
EIA Regulations, 2014, as amended, which states that: Where basic 
assessment must be applied to an application, the applicant must, within 
90 days of receipt of the application by the competent authority, submit to 
the competent authority - 

(a) a basic assessment report, inclusive of specialist reports, an EMPr, and 
where applicable a closure plan, which have been subjected to a public 
participation process of at least 30 days and which reflects the incorporation 
of comments received, including any comments of the competent 
authority.” 

Should there be significant changes or new information that has been 
added to the BAR or EMPr which changes or information was not contained 
in the reports or plans consulted on during the initial public participation 
process, you are required to comply with Regulation 19(b) of the NEMA EIA 
Regulations, 2014, as amended, which states: “the applicant must, within 
90 days of receipt of the application by the competent authority, submit to 
the competent authority – 

(b) a notification in writing that the basic assessment report, inclusive of 
specialist reports an EMPr, and where applicable, a closure plan, will be 
submitted within 140 days of receipt of the application by the competent 
authority, as significant changes have been made or significant new 
information has been added to the basic assessment report or EMPr or, 
where applicable, a closure plan, which changes or information was not 

The EAP has requested extension until the 5 June 2026 to submit the 
Final BAR to the CA. 



Date of comment, 
format of comment 
name of 
organisation/I&AP 

Comment Response from EAP/Applicant/Specialist 

contained in the reports or plans consulted on during the initial public 
participation process contemplated in sub-regulation (1)(a) and that the 
revised reports or, EMPr or, where applicable, a closure plan will be 
subjected to another public participation process of at least 30 days”. 

Should you fail to meet any of the timeframes stipulated in Regulation 19 of 
the NEMA EIA Regulations, 2014, as amended, your application will lapse. 

You are hereby reminded of Section 24F of the National Environmental 
Management Act, Act No. 107 of 1998, as amended, that no activity may 
commence prior to an Environmental Authorisation being granted by the 
Department. 

Interim comment 
from South African 
Heritage Resources 
Agency dated 15 
February 2026 

Shangoni Management Services (Pty) Ltd was appointed by Eskom 
Holdings (SOC) Ltd to undertake an Environmental Authorisation (EA) 
application for the proposed Reinstatement of the Low-Level Dam Spillway 
at the Duvha Power Station, eMalahleni Local Municipality, Mpumalanga 
Province. 

A draft Basic Assessment Report (dBAR) was submitted in terms of the 
National Environmental Management Act, Act No. 107 of 1998 (NEMA) and 
the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations (EIAr). 

The proposed development includes the excavation of the berms, rip and 
compact in-situ material, cast in reinforced concrete sill, raise the spillway 
headway with brick masonry to contour level, construction of a concrete 
weir structure, a new wearing course of approximately 300 mm gravel 
topping must be applied and the layer compacted to reinstate adequate 
freeboard. 

Shangoni Management Services (Pty) Ltd acknowledges the comments 
received by SAHRA for the proposed Reinstatement of the Low-Level 
Dam Spillway at the Duvha Power Station, eMalahleni Local Municipality, 
Mpumalanga Province. 

Interim comment: 

The SAHRA Development Applications Unit (DAU) is making the following 
comments in terms of section 38(8) of the National Heritage Resources Act 
as contemplated by the EIA process in terms of section 24(4)b(iii) of NEMA: 

The SAHRA DAU is requesting field-based Heritage Impact Assessment 
and desktop Palaeontological Impact Assessment to be undertaken for the 
proposed developments in terms of section 38(3) of the NHRA. 

A phase 1 heritage study was conducted for the proposed Reinstatement 
of the Low-Level Dam Spillway at the Duvha Power Station. The study 
found No heritage remains were encountered in the research area. The 
two heritage remains identified in the 2019 study by PGS HERITAGE 
nearby, Duv 001 and Duv 002, were also inspected and were found to 
be intact and unchanged. Refer to Annexure E5.  
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Comment Response from EAP/Applicant/Specialist 

The field-based archaeological component of the HIA must be conducted 
by a qualified archaeologist and must comply with the SAHRA 2007 
Minimum Standards: Archaeological and Palaeontological Components of 
Impact Assessment Reports (see www.asapa.co.za or www.aphp.org.za 
for a list of qualified archaeologists). 

The field-based Palaeontological Impact Assessment (PIA) must be 
undertaken by a qualified palaeontologist. (See 
https://www.palaeosa.org/heritage-practitioners.html for a list of qualified 
palaeontologists). The report must comply with the 2012 Minimum 
Standards: Palaeontological Components of Heritage Impact 
Assessments. 

The Minimum Standards refer to a Letter of Recommendation for 
Exemption for further studies should the specialist deem it appropriate. 
SAHRA reserves the right to insist on a field-based assessment should the 
Letter of Recommendation not provide ample information to make an 
informed comment. 

Further comments will be issued upon submission of these further 
requirements. 

Should you have any further queries, please contact the designated official 
using the case number quoted above in the case header. 

A Palaeontological letter of recommendation was compiled as the 
specialist stated the Palaeosensitivity and Recommendation the diabase 
is correctly indicated as non-fossiliferous and the Schrikkloof Formation 
is indicated as having a low palaeosensitivity, however there is no chance 
of fossils occurring on the volcanic rocks, that furthermore, are already 
disturbed. It is recommended that the project can be authorised. Refer to 
Annexure E6.  

 



Annexure D10: Comments received  
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DFFE Reference: 14/12/16/3/3/1/3206
Enquiries: Mr. Kevin Mathebula

Telephone: (012) 399 9216 E-mail: klmathebula@dffe.gov.za

Ms. Lee-Anne Fellowes 
Shangoni Management Services
P.O Box 74726 
Lynwood Ridge
PRETORIA 
0080

Telephone Number: 012 807 7036
Cellphone Number: 082 456 3208
Email Address: leeanne@shangoni.co.za

PER MAIL / E-MAIL

Dear Ms. Fellowes 

COMMENTS ON THE DRAFT BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT FOR THE PROPOSED
REINSTATEMENT OF THE LOW_LEVEL DAM SPILLWAY AND CONSTRUCTION OF WEIR 
STRUCTURE AT DUVHA POWER STATION, NEAR WITBANK TOWN, WITHIN THE EMALAHLENI 
LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, IN THE MPUMALANGA PROVINCE

The draft Basic Assessment Report (BAR) dated October 2025 and received by this Competent 
Authority (CA) on 09 October 2025, refers.

Following the review of the above-mentioned draft BAR and the application form, this letter serves to 
inform you that the following comments must be addressed and included in the amended draft BAR to 
be circulated for review and comments, should there be new information that was not included 
in the draft BAR currently circulated for comments:

Project Description

· The CA acknowledges the project description provided on page 8 and 9 of 51 of the application 
form and on page 13 to 15 of the draft BAR, however, you are advised to provide the footprint and 
dimensions of all the associated infrastructures (i.e., the footprint of the weir structure). In addition, 
for the linear infrastructures you are advised to provide their width and length.

· Based on the above, you are advised to provide a technical detail table for the proposed 
development with the associated infrastructures (i.e., dimensions of the reno mattress).
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· The project description provided on the amended application form must be the same with the 
project description provided on the final report.

· It has been noted that the Low-Level Dam (LLD) spillway designs will be optimized and upgraded to 
accommodate a maximum capacity of approximately 130m³/s which is equivalent to Safety 
Evaluation Discharge, therefore, you are advised that the proposed upgrade of the LLD must be 
within the footprint and scope of the LLD dam and spillway.

Application form

· It has been indicated in Appendix 3 of the application form that the landowner consent is not 
applicable as the applicant is the landowner, however, you are advised to complete and sign 
Appendix 3 of the application form.

· It has been indicated in Appendix 9 of the application form that the list of SGID and coordinates of 
the proposed development are not applicable, therefore, the CA advised you to note the following:
Ø For linear infrastructure you are advised to provide the start, middle and end point coordinates.
Ø For infrastructures such as reno mattress, you are advised to provide four corner coordinates 

with the centre coordinate.

· The CA acknowledges the submitted Appendix 14 (Screening tool report); however, it has been 
noted that the EIA reference number and compiler signature they are not included. Therefore, you 
are advised to include the EIA reference number on the signed abovementioned report to be 
submitted with the final BAR.

Listed Activities

· It has been noted that activity 12 of Listing Notice (LN) 1 is applied for, however, the infrastructure/s 
which is 100 square metres or more, are not included in the description of triggering the listed 
activity. Therefore, you are advised to provide footprints of infrastructure which are 100 square 
metres or more and are to be located within a watercourse to determine the applicability of this 
listed activity.

· For activity 19 of LN 1, it has been noted that the word �certain and may be� is used for the 
description of triggering the listed activity. Please refrain from using such word/s, since it creates an 
uncertainty regarding the applicability of the listed activity applied for.

· It has been noted that activities of LN 3 have not been applied for, while in Appendix A it has been 
indicated that the proposed development is located adjacent to Aquatic CBA�s, and on page 15 of 
73 of Appendix E (Wetland Biodiversity Assessment), it is indicated that �according to the 
Mpumalanga Biodiversity Sector Plan (MBSP), the project area intersects a CBA: Optimal zone, 
shown in orange on the map�. Therefore, the CA submits that the Applicant and the EAP must 
ensure that all relevant listed activities are applied for, are specific and can be linked to the 
development activity or infrastructure as described in the project description. In addition, the onus is 
on the applicant and the EAP to ensure that all the applicable listed activities are included in the 
application form and the final BAR. Failure to do so may result in unnecessary delays in the 
processing of the application. Should it be that activities in LN 3 are triggered, you are advised 
to circulate the amended draft BAR to the registered Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs)
for review and comments.

· In addition, when submitting the final BAR and activities of LN 3 are included with the amended 
application form, in the description of triggering the listed activities, you are advised to mention
whether there are systematic biodiversity plans adopted by the CA or bioregional plan in the area. 
Proof of such must be obtained from the relevant Provincial CA and be submitted with the amended 
application form and final BAR.
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· Therefore, please kindly be advised that listed activities are not based on a precautionary 
approach. Please ensure that all the listed activities in the amended application form and final BAR 
are clear and final for decision making purposes. Should it not be clear that listed activity is 
triggered, such activity will not be considered in the decision-making process. In addition, it is the 
onus of the Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) and the applicant to determine and 
define the infrastructures of the proposed private access road that trigger the applied listed 
activities.

· If the activities applied for in the application form differ from those mentioned in the draft BAR, an 
amended application form must be submitted with the final BAR. Please note that the Department�s 
application form template has been amended and can be downloaded from the following link 
https://www.environment.gov.za/documents/forms.

Alternatives 

· The CA acknowledges the alternative discussion provided on page 29 and 30 of the draft BAR, 
however, it has been noted that the design and layout alternatives for the three activities (i.e., weir 
structure, re-instate the spillway and low-level dam crest) are not included in the draft BAR, 
therefore, you are advised to provide layout and design alternatives for the proposed development.

· In addition, you are advised to submit written proof of an investigation and motivation if no 
reasonable or feasible alternatives exist in terms of Appendix 1. Please note that no development 
would be allowed within sensitive areas, therefore, mitigation hierarchy must be considered.

· Based on the above, you are required to provide all the alternatives considered for this 
development as per Appendix 1 of the NEMA EIA Regulations, 2014 as amended, in the final 
report. Furthermore, the preferred option assessed must be determined and be clear throughout 
the report. 

Cumulative Impact

· The CA acknowledges the identified cumulative impacts provided on page 100 of the draft BAR and 
advised you to conduct a cumulative impact assessment as per the requirements of the EIA 
Regulations, 2014 as amended. In addition, ensure that the assessment of cumulative impact 
consider the following:
Ø Detailed process flow and proof must be provided, to indicate how the specialist�s 

recommendations, mitigation measures and conclusions were taken into consideration in the 
assessment of cumulative impacts and when the conclusion and mitigation measures were 
drafted for this project.

Ø The cumulative impacts significance rating must also inform the need and desirability of the 
proposed development.

Ø A cumulative impact environmental statement on whether the proposed development must 
proceed.

Specialist Assessments 

· The CA acknowledges the attached Specialist Assessments Reports (Appendix E), and the 
screening tool report (Appendix 14) which identified specialist assessment themes. However, you 
are advised to submit a Site Sensitivity Verification Report (SSVR) that comply with the 
requirements of Government Notice No. 320 of 20 March 2020 (i.e., �the Protocols�), and in 
Government Notice No. 1150 of 30 October 2020. Please be reminded that this SSVR must be 
circulated to all interested and affected parties for a 30 days review and comments prior 
submission of the final BAR. You are requested to ensure that specialist studies are not 
submitted as one PDF document but as a separate PDF document.
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· In addition, you are reminded that the specialist studies to be undertaken for the proposed 
development must be identified by the screening tool.

· It is brought to your attention that Procedures for the Assessment and Minimum Criteria for 
Reporting on identified Environmental Themes in terms of Sections 24(5)(a) and (h) and 44 of the 
National Environmental Management Act, 1998, when applying for Environmental Authorisation, 
which were published in Government Notice No. 320 of 20 March 2020 (i.e., �the Protocols�), and in 
Government Notice No. 1150 of 30 October 2020, have come into effect. Please note that specialist 
assessments must be conducted in accordance with these protocols unless proof is provided to 
demonstrate that the specialist assessments were commissioned prior to 50 days after the 
promulgation of GN 320 and after promulgation of GN1150 (30 October 2020).

· In addition to the above, you are hereby drawn to the following:
ü The Specialist Declaration of interest forms must be attached for all specialist studies to be 

conducted in the final BAR. The forms are available on Department�s website (please use the 
Department�s template).

ü Specialist studies to be conducted must provide a detailed description of their methodology, as 
well as indicate the locations and descriptions of proposed rehabilitation, and all other proposed 
structures that they have assessed and are recommending for authorisations.

ü The specialist studies must also provide a detailed description of all limitations to their studies. All 
specialist studies must be conducted in the right season and providing that as a limitation, will not 
be accepted.

ü Should the appointed specialists specify contradicting recommendations, the EAP must clearly 
indicate the most reasonable recommendation and substantiate this with defendable reasons; 
and where necessary, include further expertise advice.

ü Please note further that the protocols require certain specialists� to be registered with SACNASP. 
Refer to the relevant protocols in this regard.

ü Please include a table in the final BAR summarising the specialist studies required by the 
Screening Tool, a column indicating whether these studies will be conducted or not, and 
motivation if any study will not be undertaken. Please note that if any of the specialists� studies 
and requirements recommended in the Department�s Screening Tool are not commissioned, 
motivation for such must be provided in the report, as per the requirements of the Protocols.

ü Should it be determined that there is a need for additional specialist studies to be undertaken 
based on the outcome of public participation, these must be commissioned and be included in 
the final BAR reports for public comment.

Layout and Sensitivity Maps 

· The CA acknowledges the layout map (Appendix A) submitted with the draft BAR, however, please 
note that the CA does not promote activities that are located within CBA 1 and ESA 1. Considering 
the above, ensure you obtain comments from the Provincial Department: Biodiversity Section
and DFFE: Biodiversity Directorate and ensure that their inputs are included in the final BAR.

· You are advised to indicate buffers on the final layout plan and legend for the high sensitivity area 
as recommended by the relevant specialist.

· Based on the above, you are advised to submit a layout map that indicates the following (but not 
limited to the below), and the findings of the specialists must advise on what needs to be 
incorporated in the layout:
ü The LLD dam.
ü The Spillway.
ü The Weir Structure.
ü Permanent laydown area footprint.
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ü All supporting onsite infrastructure e.g., roads (existing and proposed).
ü All existing infrastructure on the site.
ü The location of sensitive environmental features on site e.g., CBAs, ESAs, heritage sites, 

wetlands, drainage lines etc. that will be affected.
ü Buffer areas of the above sensitive areas; and 
ü All �no-go� areas.

· Please ensure that the above map has a clear legend that communicates with the details of the 
map.

· Available biodiversity information must be used in the finalisation of the map and infrastructure 
must not encroach on highly sensitive areas.

· Ensure that similar colours are not used to differentiate between infrastructures. i.e., items must be 
easily distinguishable on the legend. 

· Google maps will not be accepted for decision-making purposes.

Environmental Management Programme (EMPr)

· It has been noted that a draft EMPr is not submitted with the draft BAR, therefore, the CA submits 
that a draft EMPr that complies with the requirements of Appendix 4 of the EIA Regulation, as 
amended must be circulated with the included in the draft BAR.

· In addition, the abovementioned draft EMPr must be submitted to relevant stakeholders for 
comments and comments must be included in the Comments and Responses Report (CRR) 
to be submitted with the final BAR.

Participation Process

· Based on the constitution of the communities in the area, communication must consider the use of 
local radio stations, advertisement, site notice and participation in the local languages to allow 
meaningful participation and approaches to community structures, committees and leaders.

· The EAP is advised to reach illiterate, disabled and any other disadvantages I&APs.

· The EAP is advised to show an attempt made for the consultation i.e., having meetings with the 
local communities or their leaders or an investigation of their existence in the area.

· Please ensure that the Public Participation Process is conducted in terms of Regulations 39, 40, 
41, 42, 43 & 44 of the EIA Regulations 2014, as amended and the approved Public Participation 
Plan.

· Please ensure that comments from all relevant stakeholders are submitted to the Department with 
the final BAR. This includes but is not limited to the Department of Forestry, Fisheries, and the 
Environment (DFFE): Protected Areas Planning and Management Effectiveness and 
Biodiversity Planning and Conservation (BCAdmin@dffe.gov.za); Mpumalanga Department 
of Agriculture, Rural Development, Land and Environmental Affairs (MDARDLEA), 
Mpumalanga Tourism and Park Agency (MTPA), Telkom, South African Heritage Resources 
Agency (�SAHRA�), South African Civil Aviation Authority, Air Traffic and Navigation Services 
(�ATNS�), Endangered Wildlife Trust, Birdlife South Africa, Department of Human Settlement, 
Department of Water and Sanitation, South African National Defence Force, Local interest and 
affected groups, for example: Councillors and Rate Payers associations; Surrounding landowners, 
Farmer Organisations, Environmental Groups and NGOs; and Grassroots communities and 
structures as well as the affected district and local municipalities

· Proof of correspondence with the various stakeholders must be included in the final BAR. Should 
you be unable to obtain comments, proof must be submitted to the Department of the attempts that 
were made to obtain comments. 
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· The comments and response trail report (C&R) must be submitted with the final BAR. The C&R 
report must incorporate all comments for this development and must be a separate document from 
the main report.

· Please ensure that all issues raised, and comments received during the circulation of the draft BAR 
from registered I&APs and organs of state which have jurisdiction (including this Department�s 
comments) in respect of the proposed activity are adequately addressed. Comments made by 
I&APs must be comprehensively captured (copy verbatim if required) and responded to clearly and 
fully. Please note that a response such as �Noted� is not regarded as an adequate response to 
I&AP�s comments.

· Just to reiterate that the amended draft BAR must be circulated to all interested and affected 
parties for a 30 days review and comments prior submission of the final BAR.

General
You are further reminded to comply with Regulation 19(1)(a) of the NEMA EIA Regulations, 2014, as 
amended, which states that: Where basic assessment must be applied to an application, the applicant 
must, within 90 days of receipt of the application by the competent authority, submit to the competent 
authority -
(a) a basic assessment report, inclusive of specialist reports, an EMPr, and where applicable a closure 
plan, which have been subjected to a public participation process of at least 30 days and which reflects 
the incorporation of comments received, including any comments of the competent authority.�

Should there be significant changes or new information that has been added to the BAR or EMPr which 
changes or information was not contained in the reports or plans consulted on during the initial public 
participation process, you are required to comply with Regulation 19(b) of the NEMA EIA Regulations, 
2014, as amended, which states: �the applicant must, within 90 days of receipt of the application by the 
competent authority, submit to the competent authority �
(b) a notification in writing that the basic assessment report, inclusive of specialist reports an EMPr, and 
where applicable, a closure plan, will be submitted within 140 days of receipt of the application by the 
competent authority, as significant changes have been made or significant new information has been 
added to the basic assessment report or EMPr or, where applicable, a closure plan, which changes or 
information was not contained in the reports or plans consulted on during the initial public participation 
process contemplated in sub-regulation (1)(a) and that the revised reports or, EMPr or, where 
applicable, a closure plan will be subjected to another public participation process of at least 30 days�.

Should you fail to meet any of the timeframes stipulated in Regulation 19 of the NEMA EIA Regulations, 
2014, as amended, your application will lapse.
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You are hereby reminded of Section 24F of the National Environmental Management Act, Act No. 107 
of 1998, as amended, that no activity may commence prior to an Environmental Authorisation being 
granted by the Department.

Yours sincerely

Dr Sabelo Malaza
Chief Director: Integrated Environmental Authorisations
Department of Forestry, Fisheries, and the Environment
Letter signed by: Ms Olivia Letlalo
Designation: Deputy Director: Prioritised Infrastructure Projects
Date: 

cc Charity Mthimunye Mpumalanga (DARDLEA) Email: cnmthimunye@mpg.gov.za

Erald Nkabinde Emalahleni Local Municipality Email: nkabindeej@emalahleni.gov.za

Lourence Chauke Eskom Holdings SOC Ltd Email: ChaukeTL@eskom.co.za

Annexure 1

Format for Comments and Response Report:

Date of comment, format of 
comment name of 
organisation/I&AP, 

Comment Response from 
EAP/Applicant/Specialist

27/03/2021
Email
Department of Forestry, Fisheries 
and the Environment: Priority 
Infrastructure Projects (Joe Soap)

Please record C&R trail report 
in this format.

Please update the contact 
details of the provincial 
environmental authority.

EAP: (Noted)The C&R trail report 
has been updated into the desired 
format, see Appendix K.

EAP: Details of provincial authority 
have been updated, see page 16 of 
the Application form.

06/11/2025
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DFFE Reference: 14/12/16/3/3/1/3206
Enquiries: Mr Kevin Mathebula

Telephone: (012) 399 9216 E-mail: klmathebula@dffe.gov.za

Ms. Lee-Anne Fellowes 
Shangoni Management Services
P.O Box 74726 
Lynwood Ridge
PRETORIA 
0080

Telephone Number: 012 807 7036
Cellphone Number: 082 456 3208
Email Address: leeanne@shangoni.co.za

PER E-MAIL

Dear Ms. Fellowes 

COMMENTS ON THE AMENDED DRAFT BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT FOR THE PROPOSED
REINSTATEMENT OF THE LOW_LEVEL DAM SPILLWAY AND CONSTRUCTION OF WEIR 
STRUCTURE AT DUVHA POWER STATION NEAR WITBANK TOWN, WITHIN THE EMALAHLENI 
LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, IN THE MPUMALANGA PROVINCE

The amended draft Basic Assessment Report (BAR) dated January 2026 and received by this 
Competent Authority (CA) on 23 January 2026, refers

This letter serves to inform you that the following information must be included to the final BAR:

Specific Comments

· The CA acknowledges the letter of notification in term of Regulation 19(1)b of the EIA Regulation 
2014, as amended, received by the CA on 10 November 2025. However, it has been noted on the 
aforementioned letter that the motivation for notifying the CA in terms of Regulation 19(1)b of the 
EIA Regulation, 2014 as amended, is not provided. Therefore, when submitting the final report,
you are advised to highlight the significant changes that have been made or significant new 
information that has been added to the report which changed or was not contained in the 
original EIA report consulted on during the initial public participation process. Which 
resulted in the notification of Regulation 19(1)(b) of the EIA Regulations, 2014 as amended.

· It has been provided in Appendix D9 of the draft amended BAR that, the statement provided on 
Appendix E (Wetland Biodiversity Assessment) by the specialist is incorrect, that the project area is 
not intersecting the CBA Optimal zone. Therefore, the CA submits that a signed confirmation letter 
by Wetland Biodiversity specialist reflecting the correction of the area being not situated within a 
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Critical Biodiversity Area (CBA) must be submitted to the CA. In addition, the above-mentioned 
confirmation letter with evidence of the development location, must be submitted to DFFE: 
Biodiversity and Conservation Section, Mpumalanga (MDARDLEA) and Mpumalanga Tourism and 
Park Agency (MTPA) for comments prior submission of the final BAR.

Project Description

· The CA acknowledges the project description provided from page 08 to 09 of the amended
application and from page 12 to 16 of the amended draft BAR, however, when submitting the final 
report, please ensure that the project description provided on the amended application form is the 
same with the project description provided on the final BAR.

· The CA acknowledges the footprint and the dimensions of the activities of the proposed 
development provided on page 8 of the amended application form and page 16 of the draft 
amended BAR, however, it has been noted that the footprint of the entire development area is not 
included in the amended application form and draft amended BAR. Therefore, the CA submits that 
the comments of the draft BAR comments letter dated 06 November 2025 on project description are 
still valid and they must be addressed on the amended application form to be submitted with the 
final BAR.

Coordinates

· The CA acknowledges the coordinates provided in Appendix 9 of the application and the response 
provided in Appendix D9 of the draft BAR, however, it has been noted that the centre coordinates of 
the weir, and the spillway area are not included in Appendix 9. Therefore, the CA submits that the 
draft BAR comments letter dated 06 November 2025 are still valid and they must be addressed in 
the amended application to be submitted with the final BAR.

Listed Activities

· The CA acknowledges the response provided in Appendix D9 of the draft amended BAR, however, 
it has been noted that the description of triggering the listed activities applied for, are not amended 
in the amended application form, (i.e., the footprint/s and dimension/s of infrastructure/s which are 
100m² or more not included in the description of activity 12 of Listing Notice (LN) 1). Therefore, the 
CA submits that the comments of the draft BAR comments letter dated 06 November 2025 are still 
valid.

· The CA acknowledges the response in Appendix D9 indicating that, �the EAP can confirm that the 
activities do not trigger Listing Notice 3 activities�, however, please ensure that all relevant listed 
activities are applied for, are specific and can be linked to the development activity or infrastructure 
as described in the project description. In addition, the onus is on the applicant and the EAP to 
ensure that all the applicable listed activities are included in the application form and the final BAR. 
Failure to do so may result in unnecessary delays in the processing of the application.

· Therefore, please kindly be advised that listed activities are not based on a precautionary 
approach. Please ensure that all the listed activities in the amended application form and 
final BAR are clear and final for decision making purposes. Should it not be clear that listed 
activity is triggered, such activity will not be considered in the decision-making process. 

· If the activities applied for in the application form differ from those mentioned in the draft BAR, an 
amended application form must be submitted with the final BAR. Please note that the Department�s 
application form template has been amended and can be downloaded from the following link 
https://www.environment.gov.za/documents/forms.

Alternatives

· It has been indicated in Appendix D that �there are no design and layout alternatives for the three 
activities (i.e., weir structure, re-instate the spillway and low-level dam crest) see attached engineer 
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motivation in Appendix E3�, however, the CA advised that a design layout of the current 
infrastructures against the proposed amendments of the design layout, must be provided in the 
design layout alternatives.

· Based on the above, the CA submits that the comments of the draft comments letter dated 06 
November 2025 on alternatives are still valid and a design layout map must be submitted with the 
final report.

Cumulative Impact

· The CA acknowledges the discussion of the cumulative impacts provided on page 98 and 99 of 117 
of the amended draft BAR, however, the CA submits that the above provided cumulative impact 
discussions must be included in the final report.

Specialist Assessments 

· Please note further that the protocols require certain specialists� to be registered with 
SACNASP. Refer to the relevant protocols in this regard. In addition, note that one specialist 
is required to register to undertake or practice in each field. Therefore, more than one 
specialist reports undertaken by the same specialist would not be accepted unless proof of 
registration on each field is submitted from SACNASP.

· Just to reiterate, it is further noted that the Screening Tool Report rated Archaeological and
Cultural Heritage Impact Theme low and medium for Paleontology Theme. It must be noted 
that according to Specialist Assessment Protocols, the above-mentioned themes 
assessments must be undertaken for all developments, irrespective of the sensitivity shown 
on the archaeological and cultural heritage theme layer and as per the PalaeoSensitivity Map 
provided on SAHRIS1, irrespective of the sensitivity shown on the palaeontology theme 
layer.

· The HIA must:
ü meet the requirements of Section 38(3) of the National Heritage Resources Act, 1999 (Act No. 25 

of 1999) (NHRA),
ü must be undertaken by a qualified heritage and palaeontological specialist,
ü be undertaken in line with Appendix 6 of the EIA Regulations; and 
ü for HIAs submitted to the South African Heritage Resources Agency the report must also comply 

with the requirements of the �2007 Minimum Standards: Archaeological and Palaeontological 
Components of Impact Assessment Reports�, accessible at https://sahra.org.za/legislation/.

· It has been noted on page 117 of the draft amended BAR, that the Terrestrial Biodiversity Impact 
Assessment and Aquatic Biodiversity Impact Assessment studies are identified to be undertaken for 
the proposed development, however, Appendix E of the draft amended BAR consists of only the 
Aquatic Biodiversity Impact Assessment, therefore, you are advised to provide clarity on the 
exclusion of the Terrestrial Biodiversity Impact Assessment. 

· In addition to the above, it is brought to your attention that Procedures for the Assessment and 
Minimum Criteria for Reporting on identified Environmental Themes in terms of Sections 24(5)(a) 
and (h) and 44 of the National Environmental Management Act, 1998, when applying for 
Environmental Authorisation, which were published in Government Notice No. 320 of 20 March 2020 
(i.e., �the Protocols�), and in Government Notice No. 1150 of 30 October 2020, have come into 
effect. Please note that specialist assessments must be conducted in accordance with these 
protocols unless proof is provided to demonstrate that the specialist assessments were 
commissioned prior to 50 days after the promulgation of GN 320 and after promulgation of GN1150 
(30 October 2020).

· Based on the above, the CA submits that the comments of the draft BAR comments letter dated 06 
November are still valid and must be responded and adhered to.
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Layout and Sensitivity Maps 

· The CA acknowledges the layout map (Appendix A) submitted with the amended draft BAR, 
however, submits that comments of the draft BAR comments letter dated 06 November 2025 are still 
valid and must be responded to and included in the CRR.

· In addition, please ensure that the layout map to be submitted with the final report addresses the 
recommendations from all the specialists.

Environmental Management Programme (EMPr)

· The CA acknowledges the attached draft EMPr (Appendix F), however, submits that comments of 
the draft BAR comments letter dated 06 November 2025 are still valid and must be responded to 
and included in the CRR to be submitted with the final report.

· In addition, please ensure that the final EMPr comply with the requirements of Appendix 4 in the EIA 
Regulations 2014, as amended.

Public Participation Process

· Please ensure that comments from all relevant stakeholders are submitted to the Department with 
the final BAR. This includes but is not limited to the Department of Forestry, Fisheries, and the 
Environment (DFFE): Protected Areas Planning and Management Effectiveness and 
Biodiversity Planning and Conservation (BCAdmin@dffe.gov.za); Mpumalanga Department of 
Agriculture, Rural Development, Land and Environmental Affairs (MDARDLEA), Mpumalanga 
Tourism and Park Agency (MTPA), Telkom, South African Heritage Resources Agency (SAHRA), 
South African Civil Aviation Authority, Air Traffic and Navigation Services (ATNS), Endangered 
Wildlife Trust, Birdlife South Africa, Department of Human Settlement, Department of Water and 
Sanitation, South African National Defence Force, Local interest and affected groups, for example: 
Councillors and Rate Payers associations; Surrounding landowners, Farmer Organisations, 
Environmental Groups and NGOs; and Grassroots communities and structures as well as the 
affected district and local municipalities

· Proof of correspondence with the various stakeholders must be included in the final BAR. Should 
you be unable to obtain comments, proof must be submitted to the Department of the attempts that 
were made to obtain comments. 

· The comments and response trail report (C&R) must be submitted with the final BAR. The C&R 
report must incorporate all comments for this development and must be a separate document from 
the main report.

· Please ensure that all issues raised, and comments received during the circulation of the draft BAR 
from registered I&APs and organs of state which have jurisdiction (including this Department�s 
comments) in respect of the proposed activity are adequately addressed. Comments made by 
I&APs must be comprehensively captured (copy verbatim if required) and responded to clearly and 
fully. Please note that a response such as �Noted� is not regarded as an adequate response to 
I&AP�s comments.

· Based on the constitution of the communities in the area, communication must consider the use of 
local radio stations, advertisement, site notice and participation in the local languages to allow 
meaningful participation and approaches to community structures, committees and leaders.

· The EAP is advised to reach illiterate, disabled and any other disadvantages I&APs.

· The EAP is advised to show an attempt made for the consultation i.e., having meetings with the 
local communities or their leaders or an investigation of their existence in the area.

General
You are //further reminded to comply with Regulation 19(1)(a) of the NEMA EIA Regulations, 2014, as 
amended, which states that: Where basic assessment must be applied to an application, the applicant 
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must, within 90 days of receipt of the application by the competent authority, submit to the competent 
authority -
(a) a basic assessment report, inclusive of specialist reports, an EMPr, and where applicable a closure 
plan, which have been subjected to a public participation process of at least 30 days and which reflects 
the incorporation of comments received, including any comments of the competent authority.�

Should there be significant changes or new information that has been added to the BAR or EMPr which 
changes or information was not contained in the reports or plans consulted on during the initial public 
participation process, you are required to comply with Regulation 19(b) of the NEMA EIA Regulations, 
2014, as amended, which states: �the applicant must, within 90 days of receipt of the application by the 
competent authority, submit to the competent authority �

(b) a notification in writing that the basic assessment report, inclusive of specialist reports an EMPr, and 
where applicable, a closure plan, will be submitted within 140 days of receipt of the application by the 
competent authority, as significant changes have been made or significant new information has been 
added to the basic assessment report or EMPr or, where applicable, a closure plan, which changes or 
information was not contained in the reports or plans consulted on during the initial public participation 
process contemplated in sub-regulation (1)(a) and that the revised reports or, EMPr or, where 
applicable, a closure plan will be subjected to another public participation process of at least 30 days�.

Should you fail to meet any of the timeframes stipulated in Regulation 19 of the NEMA EIA Regulations, 
2014, as amended, your application will lapse.

You are hereby reminded of Section 24F of the National Environmental Management Act, Act No. 107 
of 1998, as amended, that no activity may commence prior to an Environmental Authorisation being 
granted by the Department.

Yours sincerely

Dr Sabelo Malaza
Chief Director: Integrated Environmental Authorisations
Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment
Signed by: Ms Olivia Letlalo
Designation: Deputy Director: Prioritised Infrastructure Projects
Date:

cc Charity Mthimunye Mpumalanga (DARDLEA) Email: cnmthimunye@mpg.gov.za

Erald Nkabinde Emalahleni Local Municipality Email: nkabindeej@emalahleni.gov.za

Lourence Chauke Eskom Holdings SOC Ltd Email: ChaukeTL@eskom.co.za

Dr Sabel M

19/02/2026
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Annexure 1

Format for Comments and Response Report:

Date of comment, format of 
comment name of 
organisation/I&AP, 

Comment Response from 
EAP/Applicant/Specialist

27/03/2021
Email
Department of Forestry, Fisheries 
and the Environment: Priority 
Infrastructure Projects (Joe Soap)

Please record C&R trail report 
in this format.

Please update the contact 
details of the provincial 
environmental authority.

EAP: (Noted)The C&R trail report 
has been updated into the desired 
format, see Appendix K.

EAP: Details of provincial authority 
have been updated, see page 16 of 
the Application form.
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DFFE Reference: 14/12/16/3/3/1/3206
Enquiries: Mr Kevin Mathebula

Telephone: (012) 399 9216 E-mail: klmathebula@dffe.gov.za

Ms. Lee-Anne Fellowes 
Shangoni Management Services
P.O Box 74726 
Lynwood Ridge
Pretoria 
GAUTENG
0080

Telephone Number: 012 807 7036
Cellphone Number: 082 456 3208
Email Address: leeanne@shangoni.co.za

PER EMAIL / MAIL

Dear Ms Fellowes 

APPROVAL OF THE REQUEST IN TERMS OF REGULATION 3(7) OF THE EIA REGULATIONS, 
2014, AS AMENDED: FOR THE PROPOSED REINSTATEMENT OF THE LOW_LEVEL DAM 
SPILLWAY AND CONSTRUCTION OF WEIR STRUCTURE AT DUVHA POWER STATION, NEAR 
WITBANK TOWN, WITHIN THE EMALAHLENI LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, IN THE MPUMALANGA 
PROVINCE

The application for Environmental Authorisation (EA) received on 19 September 2025, the draft Basic 
Assessment Report (BAR) received by the Competent Authority (CA) on 09 October 2025 and the 
comments on the draft BAR dated 06 November 2025, Regulation 19(1)(b) notification letter dated 10 
November 2025, the amended draft BAR received on 23 January 2026 and the comments on the 
amended draft BAR dated 19 February 2026, and your request for extension in terms of Regulation 
3(7) of the NEMA EIA Regulations, 2014 as amended, received on the 24 February 2026, refer.

The motivation provided in the letter dated 24 February 2026, submitted by the Shangoni Management 
Services indicated that �South African Heritage Resource Authority (SAHRA) Development Application 
Unit (DAU) is requesting field-based Heritage Impact Assessment (HIA) and desktop Palaeontological 
Impact Assessment (PIA) to be undertaken for the proposed developments in terms of section 38(3) of 
the NHRA� and �it was indicated telephonically by SAHRA that the 2019 studies undertaken for the 
proposed Seepage Interception Drains at Duvha Power Station compiled by PGS Heritage Consultants 
dated 31 May 2019 will not suffice as they are older than 5 years.� In addition, it is provided that �the 
comments dated 19 February 2026 from the competent authority additionally requested engineering 
design layouts as well as a heritage impact assessment�.

iv
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Therefore, additional time is required to:

· Compile requested engineering design layouts. 

· Conduct the site visit for the HIA and compile the HIA and PIA. 

· Incorporate the HIA and PIA into the amended Draft BA Report and EMPr. 

· Submit an amended Draft BA Report and EMPr and application form to the Department and to 
I&APs for review of 30-days. 

· Submit the final BA Report and EMPr to the Department.

Regulation 3(7) of the NEMA EIA Regulations, 2014, as amended states that �in the event where the 
scope of work must be expanded based on the outcome of an assessment done in accordance with 
these Regulations, which outcome could not be anticipated prior to the undertaking of the assessment, 
or in the event where exceptional circumstances can be demonstrated, the competent authority may, 
prior to the lapsing of the relevant prescribed timeframe, in writing, extend the relevant prescribed 
timeframe and agree with the applicant on the length of such extension.�

The CA herewith grant permission for the extension as requested for the submission of final EIAR. The 
application with reference number 14/12/16/3/3/1/3206 for the proposed reinstatement of the low-level 
dam spillway and construction of weir structure at Duvha Power Station, near Witbank Town, within 
Emalahleni Local Municipality, in the Mpumalanga Province, will remain open on the Departmental 
system.

Please note that the final EIAR must be submitted to the CA on or before 05 June 2026. In terms of 
Regulation 45 of the NEMA EIA Regulations 2014, as amended, this application will lapse if the 
applicant fails to submit the final EIAR within the specified timeframe.

You are hereby reminded of Section 24F of the National Environmental Management Act, Act No 107 of 
1998, as amended, that no activity may commence prior to an environmental authorisation being 
granted by the Department.

Should you have any queries or wish to discuss the points raised above, please do not hesitate to 
contact our offices.

Yours faithfully

Dr Sabelo Malaza
Chief Director: Integrated Environmental Authorisations
Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment
Signed by: Ms Olivia Letlalo
Designation: Acting Director: Prioritised Infrastructure Projects
Date:

cc Charity Mthimunye Mpumalanga (DARDLEA) Email: cnmthimunye@mpg.gov.za

Erald Nkabinde Emalahleni Local Municipality Email: nkabindeej@emalahleni.gov.za

Lourence Chauke Eskom Holdings SOC Ltd Email: ChaukeTL@eskom.co.za

Dr Sabel Ma

27/02/2026



Interim Comment

In terms of Section 38(3) of the National Heritage Resources Act (Act 25 of 1999)

Lourence Chauke

Eskom Holdings SOC Ltd: Duvha Power station

Duvha Power Station,

Speekfontein, 3375 JS, Middelburg District, Old Bethal Road

Emalahleni

1035

Shangoni Management Services (Pty) Ltd was appointed by Eskom Holdings (SOC) Ltd to undertake an

Environmental Authorisation (EA) application for the proposed Reinstatement of the Low-Level Dam Spillway

at the Duvha Power Station, eMalahleni Local Municipality, Mpumalanga Province.

A draft Basic Assessment Report (dBAR) was submitted in terms of the National Environmental Management

Act, Act No. 107 of 1998 (NEMA) and the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations (EIAr).

The proposed development includes the excavation of the berms, rip and compact in-situ material, cast in

reinforced concrete sill, raise the spillway headway with brick masonry to contour level, construction of a

concrete weir structure, a new wearing course of approximately 300 mm gravel topping must be applied and

the layer compacted to reinstate adequate freeboard.

Interim comment:

The SAHRA Development Applications Unit (DAU) is making the following comments in terms of

section 38(8) of the National Heritage Resources Act as contemplated by the EIA process in terms of

section 24(4)b(iii) of NEMA:

The SAHRA DAU is requesting field-based Heritage Impact Assessment and desktop Palaeontological

Impact Assessment to be undertaken for the proposed developments in terms of section 38(3) of the

NHRA.

The field-based archaeological component of the HIA must be conducted by a qualified archaeologist

and must comply with the SAHRA 2007 Minimum Standards: Archaeological and Palaeontological

Components of Impact Assessment Reports (see www.asapa.co.za or www.aphp.org.za for a list of

qualified archaeologists).

The field-based Palaeontological Impact Assessment (PIA) must be undertaken by a qualified
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palaeontologist. (See https://www.palaeosa.org/heritage-practitioners.html for a list of qualified

palaeontologists). The report must comply with the 2012 Minimum Standards: Palaeontological

Components of Heritage Impact Assessments.

The Minimum Standards refer to a Letter of Recommendation for Exemption for further studies should

the specialist deem it appropriate. SAHRA reserves the right to insist on a field-based assessment

should the Letter of Recommendation not provide ample information to make an informed comment.

Further comments will be issued upon submission of these further requirements.

Should you have any further queries, please contact the designated official using the case number quoted

above in the case header.

Yours faithfully

________________________________________

John Pakwe

Heritage Officer: Development Applications Unit

South African Heritage Resources Agency

________________________________________

Natasha Higgitt

Manager: Development Applications Unit

South African Heritage Resources Agency
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